COMMISSION HEARINGS 


Given the complexities of the Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act, 
biennial Report Consultations and specific representation 
Hearings are undertaken with rigorous attention to detail and 
fairness. Thus, the Commission’s independence is very 
important. 

The Commission travels to communities to discuss its work 
and how it can be used. All inquiries are confidential and will 
only be discussed between the parties involved. 


Commission staff are available to discuss complaints or assist 
in their formal preparation. A signed application containing 
basic relevant information is required before a complaint can be 
investigated. Even so, the Commission has the discretionary 
power to refuse to deal with a complaint if there is an 
alternative relief, if the complainant has insufficient personal 
interest, if the representation has not been made in good faith, 
or if an investigation would serve no useful purpose. 


All parties to a complaint are invited to a hearing where 
they can put forward evidence of their position and suggestions 
for working out the disputed matter. Verbal and written 
submissions are invited. 


After submissions are concluded and deliberated, the 
Commission prepares an Investigation Report and 
Recommendations. The Commission is authorized to make a 
finding of misconduct on the part of any parties involved, 
provided sufficient notice and opportunity were accorded for 
participation in the investigation. 


CREE-NASKAPI COMMISSION 


.. . Serving Waswanipi 
Mistissini 
Waskaganish 
Nemaska 
Eastmain 
Wemindji 
Chisasibi 
Whapmagoostui 
Ouje-Bougoumou 
Kawawachikamach 
Government of Canada 


All Cree and Naskapi Beneficiaries 


For more information call or write to: 


Marsha G. Smoke or Roger Jones 

Director General Director Research / Analysis 
Cree-Naskapi Commission 

Suite 603 

222 Queen Street 

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5V9 

(613) 234-4288 





General 
Information 


An Independent Commission 
created by the Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act 


POLARPAM 





BACKGROUND 


THE CREE-NASK API COMMISSION draws its 
mandate and authority from the Cree-Naskapi (of 
Quebec) Act which describes the nature of self- 
government for the Cree and Naskapi of Northern 
Quebec on their own land. 


In 1975, the Cree and Inuit of the Eastern James 
Bay region entered into the James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement with the governments of Canada 
and Quebec and three provincial crown corporations 
in settlement of ownership claims to a vast amount of 
land which would be severely disrupted by the 
Quebec government's James Bay Hydro-Electric 
Project. 


In 1978, a similar agreement, the NorthEastern 
Quebec Agreement (Complementary Agreement 
No. 1 to the James Bay and Northern Quebec 
Agreement), was executed between the Naskapi Band 
and the two governments and the other Crown 
Corporation signatories of the James Bay and 
Northern Quebec Agreement. 


While the two Agreements were basically land 
settlements, they also dealt with other matters such as: 
individual entitlements, local and regional govern- 
ments, support services, environmental protection and 
native economic and social development. 


The two founding Agreements were followed in 
1984 by the formalizing of the Cree-Naskapi (of 
Quebec) Act, significant because it was the first Indian 
self-government legislation in Canada. 


The Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act forms a local 
constitution for the Bands by setting out in detail how 
the local government will govern and administer the 
internal affairs of each community. 
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THE 
COMMISSIONERS 


The three-member Cree- 
Naskapi Commission is made 
up of Mr. Justice Réjean F. 
Paul, who is Chairman, 
Robert Kanatewat, and 
Richard Saunders. 


Mr. Justice Paul is a Judge 
of the Superior Court of 
Quebec and a Deputy Judge 
of the Supreme Court of the 
Northwest Territories. 


Robert Kanatewat was 
Chief of the Chisasibi Band 
for ten years and was very 
active in the negotiations of 
the James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement. 


Richard Saunders 1s 
presently Director of 
Operations for the Alberta 
Indian Health Care 
Commission on secondment 
from the Federal Department 
of Secretary of State. 


The Director-General of the 
Cree-Naskapi Commission is 
Marsha Smoke. 


COMMISSION 
PARAMETERS 


With certain exceptions for 
which relief is provided 
elsewhere, all matters which 


form the substance of the Act 


are appropriate for 
consideration by the 
Commission. 


The Act puts into law a 
form of local self-government 
accountable directly to the 
Cree and Naskapi people. 
Some of the details include 
the following matters: 


© The Objects and Powers 
of the Bands and Band 
Councils; 

© Election procedures; 

® Policing and the 
Administration of 
Justice 

e Band By-law powers 
including public order, 
land & resource use 
zoning, the protection of 
the environment, the 
prevention of pollution, 
hunting, fishing and 
trapping, etc. 

@ The financial 
Administration of the 
Band. 

© The order of priority of 
Cree and Naskapi, 
federal and provincial 
laws on Category 1A 
and 1A-N lands. 


MANDATE OF THE COMMISSION 
Report to Parliament 


The Cree-Naskapi (of Quebec) Act requires the Cree- 
Naskapi Commission to provide a Report to the 
Parliament of Canada every two years on the overall 
progress surrounding the implementation of the Act. 


This Report is prepared after consultation with the 
bands and the Federal government on successes, problems, 
concerns and general progress. 


The first such Report was tabled in Parliament on 
March 12, 1987. Copies are available from the 
Commission or can be obtained from most Band offices. 


Investigation of Grievances 


As its second mandate, the Commission is empowered _ 
to receive and investigate specific complaints from affected 
bands, groups or individuals about the implementation 
and application of the Act, and to prepare Reports and 
Recommendations on the matters investigated. 


Matters outside Commission jurisdiction include those 
which are before the Courts; involve challenges to legality 
or proper enactment of Band By-laws; contesting of 
election results; compensation upon expropriation of land 
by Quebec or the Band. 


